
Sewer Spill Reductions 
 

Cleaning our beaches and bays is one of the Mayor’s 10 goals set in 2000. Since then, with the support of the City Council, we 
have begun to see the fruits of that commitment. In 2002, total sewer spills and sewer spills to public waters in the City of San Diego 
have been reduced by 41 percent when compared to Calendar Year 2000. 

 
There are a number of reasons behind this good news. We have begun a maintenance program that will see the entire 3,000 

miles of City sewer lines cleaned by March 2004. We’ve also developed a new Preventive Maintenance Schedule for 1,500 miles of 
sewer lines that were not on a regular cleaning schedule. In 2002, we televised and assessed the condition of 428 miles of sewer lines 
most susceptible to spills and assessed 7,270 manholes.  We have initiated the planning and design effort to increase our rate of 
replacement or rehabilitation of aging sewer lines. In CY 2000, we replaced or rehabilitated 14 miles of sewer lines. This increased to 
27 miles in 2001 and 45 miles in 2002.  By the end of 2002, we had assessed the sewer lines in 45 urban canyons and completed the 
cleaning of 35 of those canyon sewer lines.  

 
The result was a reduction in sewer spills and that meant cleaner beaches and cleaner water. 
 



Division Totals:
MONTH 2001 2002 Public Water
January 27 24 3
February 20 16 3
March 26 17 3
April 17 23 4 *
May 24 18 0
June 12 16 2
July 20 15 0
August 19 16 0
September 18 25 3
October 17 19 3
November 15 10 2 **
December 23 16 1

Totals YTD: 238 215 24

CY 2001 vs. 2002 = -23
% Change= -10%

Total SSO's 2003 FYTD
per 100 mi= 3.49

* One spill in April @ SPS 02. O&M Division Responsible
** One spill in November @ SPS 09A. EPM Division Responsible

MWWD / WWC Division Totals: All Areas
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Chollas Totals:
MONTH 2001 2002
January 5 8
February 7 5
March 8 4
April 8 10
May 10 4
June 2 2
July 4 7
August 9 4
September 3 9
October 4 9
November 5 2
December 7 6

Totals YTD: 72 70

CY 2001 vs 2002 = -2
% Change= -3%

Chollas Totals
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Rose Canyon Totals:
MONTH 2001 2002

January 7 4

February 5 1

March 5 3

April 1 3

May 2 4

June 1 7

July 5 4

August 2 4

September 7 4

October 5 6

November 3 2

December 3 5

Totals YTD: 46 47

CY 2001 vs 2002 = 1
% Change= 2%

Rose Canyon Totals
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Miramar Totals:
MONTH 2001 2002
January 3 3
February 5 5
March 4 3
April 6 1
May 4 4
June 3 3
July 3 1
August 1 3
September 1 4
October 1 1 0
November 3 1
December 3 0

Totals YTD: 37 29

CY 2001 vs 2002 = -8
% Change= -22%

Miramar Totals
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Central Totals:
MONTH 2001 2002
January 12 9

February 3 5

March 9 7

April 2 9 *
May 8 6

June 6 4

July 8 3

August 7 5

September 7 8

October 7 3

November 4 5

December 10 5

Totals YTD: 83 69

CY 2001 vs 2002 = -14
% Change= -17%

* One spill in April @ SPS 02. O&M Division Responsible
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